


Good teaching is good teaching|

Instructional strategies are sometimes presented as having been newly in

vented, or as being unique to a specific population of
students. Further examination of those strategies leads youn

to discover they have a historjcal base and have actually been effectively
used with a range of student populations. For example, the concepts of predictability and worlk systems can be traced to the
methodologies used by William Cruickshank in the 1940s, and the concept of situational routines has been used with children who
have severe cognitive disabilities since the carly 1970s. Picture Exchange is based in the augmentative communication movement
that originated in the 1960s — exchanging symbols that are meaningful to the student is nothing more than dizlogue in an alternative
form. What is important to understand is not the uniqueness of the technique, but.applying the technique in a way that matches the
learning characteristics and strengths of individual children. )

Thus, good teaching is good teaching,

The attached rubric is a collection of ten well researched strategie
These strategies were selected because of their proven effectiven
children who have other disabilities. This rubric has two
be used by individuals, teachers, whol
employed. The 0 — 4 scale is a contin
more effectively. Each item describe
all students.

s that have been used with many different student populations.
ess both with children who have low incidence disabilities and with
purposes. First, it is a description of “best practice.” Second, it is a tool to
e schools or other programs, or by parents to examine the degree to which these strategies are
uum to help practitioners understand their current use of these strategies and how

to use them
s the essential elements of effective practices. The goal of the rubric is improved in

struction for

All students participate in a longitudinal curriculum that is linked to the general curriculum.
Instructional strategies and goals should match the learnine

g characteristics and strengths of each student.
Instructional environmerits should be predictable and understandable to every student,

Positive supports are used to increase each student’s likelihood of success in varied settings and environments.
Data based decision-making is used to evaluate the student’s satisfactory progress towards his/her desired outcomes,

Every student should have an effective communication system that matches his /her learning characteristics and strengths.
Development of social skills is embedded into narural contexts.

Students understand the components of each task and have a s

daily activities and longitudinal plans:

9. All students have the opportunity to make meaningful choices thart increase their ability
own lives, including choices based on interests and future expectations.

10, Families have meaningful input in designing programs and in selecting outcomes,

1.
2
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

ystem for planning and organizing how to carry out both

to-participate in and to control their

Good teaching is good teaching!

A. Anthony Antosh
Children who have Severe Cognitive Disabilitics

Julie Pascoe
Traumatic Brain Injury Resource Center

Sue Dell

Sue Constable
Dual Sensory Impairments Project

Autism Spectrum Disorders Support Center
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